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certainly Japan does want Australia, which have appeared
largely in the Australian papers and have been echoed to
some extent elsewhere ? I think the answer is more or less
complex. The Japanese are a rapidly increasing nation
with an island empire; the Australians are a small white
people, less than two to the square mile of the land which
they occupy, not rapidly increasing, but bent on keeping
to themselves a whole continent, of which a large part
cannot be turned to account with white labour. Now recent
wars in the East have not infrequently been made on the
theory, which may be right or wrong, that even a densely-
peopled country like China has no right to exclude alto-
gether those who would still further develop its resources in
a progressive manner. A fortiori, advancing nations cannot
be excluded from the countries of barbarous tribes, where
the wealth of the world is quite undeveloped, and Maori or
North American Indian races cannot claim all * that as
nomads they might like to spread over in the districts where
they live. Still more plain is it that, if vast tracts of land
are almost wholly unoccupied, the people that occupy other
districts of the same country cannot claim to keep them so.
So far as I can see, the rumours of Japanese designs on
Australia rest on absolutely nothing but the rather uneasy
consciences of those who are keeping them out of lands
which they cannot use themselves. In Japan itself there is
not a thought upon the subject, but no doubt It is desirable,
if the Australians wish to keep Australia to themselves, that
they should be as quick as they can in making it useful to
the world. Lands cannot remain unoccupied for ever when
many nations are requiring an outlet for their surplus popula-
tion. The Australian conscience will be comforted and
their fears allayed when they are using their continent in
such a way as to be entitled to say that it is to the good
of the world that it should be left to them.

" There has, of course, been more talk in regard to the
Philippines, which has originated chiefly, it would seem,
from the party in America that is opposed to annexation